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Abstract

Innovation is believed to be a major factor ensuring sustainable economic growth
and necessary for Thailand to escape from the middle income trap. The government aims to
increase the country competitiveness and economic growth by nurturing high-value added
industries and focusing on science, technology, and innovation. National Innovation Agency
(NIA) of Thailand has initiated an idea to increase the innovation on an economic corridor
as its area-based innovation strategy. This research aims to (1) analyze and identify areas
that have high potential to develop area-based innovation systems, and (2) develop
a regional development plan for Southern East-West Innovation Corridor. The study areas
include 18 provinces in Thailand locating along the Greater Mekong Subregion Southern
Economic Corridor connecting Myanmar to Cambodia and Vietnam via Thailand.

The research also develops an analytical framework to assess regional innovation
systems based on the Quadruple Helix innovation model that focuses on collaboration
among government, industry, academia, and people. With the improvements on mega
infrastructure, city development, and people engagement, the area-based innovation
systems will be able to attract more investment and generate innovation in the areas, link
innovation cities and districts, and transform the economic corridor into the innovation
corridor. From the analysis, there are four sectors that should have priorities on area-based
innovation development: (1) innovation of industrial production, (2) innovation of services,
(3) innovation of tourism, and (4) innovation of culture and creativity. These findings lead to

regional development plan for Southern Innovation Corridor of Thailand.
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