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Abstract

The Ramakien, and khon along with it, came to the Ayutthaya court, probably in the
15th century. Khon is linked to important royal rituals of the Ayutthaya period. In particular,
it is associated with a coronation rite called the “Churning of the Ocean” ceremony
(Indrabhiseka). Featuring gods, demons, and celestial monkeys, it centered on the
transformation of the new king from mortal being to divine ruler. Thus, the Ramakien and
khon had political as well as religious significance, serving to promote acceptance of the king’s
divinity by his subjects. Khon became a part of almost every royal ceremony of note. By the
time of King Narai (r. 1656-1688), as mentioned by Simon de la Loubere, a French envoy of
King Louis XIV to Ayutthaya in 1687, in his memoire Khon by that time was no longer associated
only with courtly ritual—it had become popular entertainment as well. Many scholars believe
that khon began as a simple recitation of stories by court Brahmans to the king and his
courtiers. Over time, the storytelling became embellished with instrumental music, props,
shadow puppets, and human performers personifying the celestial characters of the Ramakien.
The Khon must had been exclusively performed within the royal court context since Autthaya
period until the art of Khon was allowed be be practiced and performed in public and by
general people. This project aims at producing a series of documentary in 8 episodes dealing
with the history of Khon up to the current teaching and learning methods as well as the
safeguarding measures in response to the listing of Thai Khon in the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of UNESCO. In 2022, the environmental quality
monitoring along the expressway was carried out in two periods. The first period was during
5-31 January 2022 for air quality at 10 stations. The second period was conducted from 27
March to 3 August 2022 at 24 stations for air quality, 25 stations for sound level, and 20 stations

for vibration.



