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Abstract

Old town is an area containing a locally specific characteristic inherited from the past.
It could be consisting of the identities of local culture or the mixture of local architectures
or the characteristics of social evolution passing through the chronological eras being
valuable of arts, architecture, archeology and history. In addition it has been kept alive since
it was firstly established; such as the old towns of Ratanakosin, Chaingmai, Songkla, Nan, etc.
Unfortunately they have been disturbed by the development and non-directional expansion
and various utilizations of land of both governmental and private agencies. It is resulted in
the occurrences of highly dense of buildings and heavily traffic congestion consequently
creating the environmental problems and alteration of landscape and the way of
community living, therefore, the composition, value, and identity of the old city have been
either destroyed or depreciated. Then, the government has issued a operational policy for
the specific areas entitled cabinet regulation for conserving and developing the towns of
Ratanakosin and Old Towns B.E. 2546 assigning a committee presided by the assigned
Deputy Prime Minister administratively responsible for the ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment in order to establishing the policy, specifying the areas and setting up the
master plan of guidance of conserving and developing the old towns by the approval of the
cabinet. The Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning,
a department under the ministry, is officially acting as the secretary of the committee.

Boundary delineation of an Old Town is the very first step of planning for conserving
and developing the old town. The delineation will be determined based upon the facts
retrieving from concrete evidences and the historical and archeological investigations. After
the boundaries have been established, the provincial administration and all related sectors
are able to create or develop the mechanisms and processes of integrated administration of
the Old Town. Currently, twenty four old towns of the group 1 and 2 have been approved

by cabinet resolution. Additional 6 old towns; the Old Towns of Maehongson, Kanchanaburi,



Uthong, Sankburi, Yala and Narathiwat, are being worked on in B.E. 2559 fiscal year. The
mission will be including delineating the boundary, producing map comprising of boundaries
and principle components, establishing guidance for conserving and developing the old
documenting for the consideration of the cabinet meeting of official approval and

declaration of the proposed old towns.



