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Abstract

Work-related injuries and illnesses represent a primary health risk worldwide. In 2009,
the International Labor Organization (ILO) estimated that four (4) percent of annual global
GDP is lost due to the direct and indirect costs of work-related hazards and ill health. Using
the 2011-2016 dataset from the Thai Workmen Compensation Fund under the Ministry of
Labor, this article offers a preliminary economic cost model of fatal occupational accidents
and illnesses in Thailand. This model takes into account the costs borne by workers,
employers, and the government sector. Based on this model, this article estimates the
economic costs of 156,428 to 625,712 fatal occupational accidents and illnesses. It also
calculates that on average, these costs represented 0.11 percent to 1.17 percent of
Thailand’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) over the six-year period. When these costs were
broken down by industrial sectors, metal-related businesses accounted for the largest
proportion of the total economic costs, followed by commercial and chemical businesses.
Also, it was found that small and medium enterprises with 50-200 employees absorbed
higher occupational hazard and health costs per employee than large enterprises with more
than 200 employees. This article concludes by discussing public policies that could address
the occupational health and safety issue in Thailand.
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